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Welcome to the 46th Annual Meeting of the Mid-South Educational 
Research Association (MSERA).  The theme for this year’s meeting 
is “Investigating Today to Improve Education Tomorrow.”  Since 
its inception, MSERA has worked tirelessly to promote quality 
educational research and its application in efforts to improve 
educational outcomes in the Mid-South and beyond.  Our core 
values, which revolve around scholarship, collaboration, collegiality, 
leadership, mentoring, transformational change, diversity, ethics, and 
visibility, speak to who we are and have contributed significantly to 
what we have collectively accomplished to date.  Without you - the 
membership of MSERA - this would not be possible.  I remind you 
that as educational researchers, scholars, practitioners, and 
policymakers we all have an obligation to move knowledge to action.  
It is in this vein that I welcome you to a conference experience that 
promises to stimulate your curiosity, recharge your thinking, and 
inspire you to move your research agenda to new heights.  

 

This year’s meeting would not be possible without the commitment, 
hard work and dedication of our leadership team.  Our local 
arrangements captain and vice president/president-elect from 
Mississippi State University, Rebecca Robichaux-Davis, worked 
closely with the management of The Mill Conference Center to 
coordinate the logistics for our conference.  Our program chair and 
co-chair Shannon Chiasson and Tina Allen, respectively, coordinated 
the proposal submissions, review process, and schedule of sessions.

(Continued on Page  2) 

You will find that our annual program is filled with sessions that span 
the K-16 continuum.  There are sessions with a focus on education 
policy, teacher self-efficacy, school leadership, teacher preparation, 
STEM research, and high-risk populations to mention a few.  We 
have scheduled a host of workshops to include APA style/formatting, 
research methods, and assessment among others.  There will be a 
special panel session on the education policies of the Trump/Pence/
DeVos Administration.  A limited number of members will have an 
opportunity to tour the T. K. Martin Center for Technology and 
Disability located on the campus of Mississippi State University. We 
have lined up exemplary scholars to serve as our plenary and keynote 
speakers.  I am confident that this year’s conference will inspire you 
to stay engaged with the association and provide opportunities to 
network and collaborate with other members.



 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Editors of the Researcher, Randy Parker and Julie 

Holmes, collected, edited and distributed multiple issues 

of the publication to promote and stimulate interest in 

this year’s meeting.  Our interim executive director and 

past president Dustin Hebert was instrumental in 

overseeing the day-to-day operations of the association 

and worked closely with our secretary, Rachelle Miller, 

in fulfilling his responsibilities.  Our state directors, at-

large directors, and committee chairs worked diligently 

in promoting the meeting and addressing agenda items 

from our spring board meeting.  To all of you, I owe a 

debt of gratitude.      

On behalf of the association, I must also extend a sincere 

thank you to Dr. Richard Blackbourn, Dean of the 

College of Education at Mississippi State University, and 

Mr. Robert “Bob” Budnick, Co-Founder of LiveText, for 

their willingness to sponsor our annual meeting.   

In closing, MSERA has a rich legacy of excellence in 

research and its application in efforts to improve the 

quality of education in the Mid-South and beyond.  

Without the willingness of members to provide service 

to the association, we would not be where we are today.  

I encourage you to get involved in the association 

through leadership and committee service in an effort to 

ensure our sustainability for the future.  I sincerely hope 

that you have a conference experience unlike any and 

that you develop relationships that will help inspire and 

shape the future of education. 

Franz H. Reneau 

2017 MSERA President        

 

 

2017 Annual Business Meeting 

Plan to attend and participate in the 

Annual Business Meeting on Thursday 

at 5:30 p.m. All members in good 

standing may vote at the Annual 

Business Meeting 

Elections will be held for MSERA Vice 

President – President Elect, for At-

Large Directors, and for the Graduate 

Student Representative.  View the 

current nominations for these 

positions on the website (msera.org) 

or at the Annual Meeting Registration 

Desk. Nominations may also be made 

from the floor by any current 

association member in good standing. 

We will also be voting on proposed 

changes to the MSERA Constitution 

and By-Laws. An executive summary 

of these changes is printed in this 

program and the full text can be 

viewed on the MSERA website  

(msera.org). 

Come to the Business Meeting - 

Stay for the President’s 

Reception. 

Complete the Online Evaluation of 

individual Program Sessions and the 

Overall MSERA 2017 Conference 

Experience. 

Your feedback is important and 

valued.  Get more evaluation 

information at the MSERA 

Registration Table in the Mill. 
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